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WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced               today that the House Appropriations subcommittee on Transportation               has approved $2.5 million to install automatic voice annunciation               and visual display equipment in Pioneer Valley Transit Authority's               (PVTA) fleet of 177 buses. 

Olver said, "The automated system will enable PVTA to be ADA compliant               while at the same time providing better customer service to all               of its riders." 

Rep. Olver is a member of the Appropriations subcommittee on Transportation               and included the funding in the FY'01 House Transportation Appropriation               bill. The bill is expected to be considered by the full Appropriations               Committee and the House of Representatives later this month. A final               House-Senate reconciled version of the legislation is due by October               1, 2000, the beginning of the Fiscal Year 2001.

Through his position on the Appropriations Committee, Olver was               able to secure over $10 million in Transportation earmarks for the               1st Congressional District. 

"The new automated system will greatly assist the elderly and disabled               who depend upon public transportation," Olver said. "Many of these               passengers are either visually or hearing impaired, and this new               system will ensure user friendly, quality service." 

The Americans with Disability Act (ADA) requires public transportation               to be accessible and usable to people with disabilities. 

Currently, with PVTA, the onus has been falling on bus drivers               to verbally announce each stop. With an automated system there will               be an announcement and visual display describing the location, in               addition to periodic announcements of the bus line telling people               they are on the right line. The announcement will also be heard               on a speaker outside the bus. 
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